


























Dinner Dance honors the Ticas Family

St. Martha’s Annual Dinner Dance was held on December 6, 2009 at
Verdi’s in Westbury. The occasion marked the 60th Anniversary of the
parish and honored the Ticas family, Telma, Veronica and Alex, for their
long-time support of the parish. The event was held later than usual but
proved to be a wonderful “start” to the Christmas season and its festivities!

Above the Ticas Family, Alex, Telma and Veronica.

Fr. Frank presents the honorees, seconded by Fr. Greg, and Veronica thanks all.

Healthy Sundays

Recently, another “Healthy Sundays” was held! Parishion-
ers were tested for blood pressure and sugar levels—hopefully
alerting those in danger for diabetes and hypertension.

Bethany Hall

Msgr. Caldwell chose the occasion of the annual staff
Christmas Party to host the event in the newly refurbished
“lower hall” of the church. Invitations were extended to
those who have worked to transform the bleak basement into
a magnificent meeting and reception facility. Father also
took this occasion to announce that the designation of “lower
hall” would no longer be used and that the new name would
be “Bethany Hall”. It was in Bethany, the home of Martha,
Mary and Lazarus, that Jesus often was welcomed into their
lives and enjoyed the hospitality of our Patron Saint, St.
Martha. It was also announced that the hall would be dedi-
cated to the Darcy family in recognition of their efforts in
achieving this milestone.

Frank,
Anne, Fran
and Mary-
Beth Darcy
with Fr.
Frank and
the con-
struction
crew:
“Lance,
Edwin and
Eddie.”

RCIA Candidates Introduced

At the 11:00am Mass on a recent Sunday, Sr. Eileen
Curley, RSM, introduced the RCIA candidates preparing
for acceptance into the church and the reception of the sac-
raments to Msgr. Caldwell. Fr. Frank blessed the candi-
dates and wished them success as they continue with their
studies.

ESL Program

This year’s ESL program is going well. Three classes ,
at different skill levels, are held on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. Before the break at Christmas, a holiday celebra-
tion was held on December 17th. Classes will resume on
Tuesday, January 5, 2010.

ESL instructor Imogene Regan with students.




Christmas! adventis the time that the church sets aside for us to prepare for Christmas, but all too often that
gets overlooked during those hectic days. In the rush of shopping and mailing cards, we often do not take the time to really
reflect upon the meaning of the Christmas. From the many “forwards” that cross our paths through e-mails, we came across
two that we decided to share. They both address the commercialism that invades the Christmas celebration.

Remember My Birthday!

As you well know, we are getting closer to my birthday.
Every year there is a celebration in my honor and I think
this year the celebration will be repeated. During this time
there are people shopping for gifts, there are radio an-
nouncements, TV commercials, and in every part of the
world everyone is talking that my birthday is getting closer
and closer.

It is really very nice to know, that at least once a year,
some people think of me. As you know, the celebration of
my birthday began many years ago. At first people seemed
to understand and be thankful of all that I did for them, but
now, no one seems to know the reason for the celebration.
Family and friends get together and have a lot of fun, but
they don't know the meaning of the celebration.

I remember that last year there was a great feast in my
honor. The dinner table was full of delicious foods, pastries,
fruits, assorted nuts and chocolates. The decorations were
exquisite and there were many, many beautifully wrapped
gifts. But, do you want to know something? [ wasn't invited.
I was the guest of honor and they didn't remember to send
me an invitation.

The party was for me, but when that great day came, I was
left outside, they closed the door in my face and I wanted to
be with them and share their table. In truth, that didn't sur-
prise me because in the last few years many close their
doors to me.

Since I was not invited, I decided to enter the party with-
out making any noise. I went in and stood in a corner. They
were all drinking, and telling jokes and laughing at every-
thing. They were having a great time. To top it all, this big
fat man all dressed in red wearing a long white beard en-
tered the room yelling Ho-Ho-Ho! He sat on the sofa and all
the children ran to him, saying: "Santa Claus, Santa
Claus"...as if the party were in his honor!

At 12 midnight all the people began to hug each other; I
extended my arms waiting for someone to hug me and ....
do you know....no one did. Suddenly they all began to share
gifts. They opened them with great expectation. When all
had been opened, I looked to see if there was one for me.
How would you feel if on your birthday everybody shared
gifts and you did not get one? I then understood that I was
unwanted at that party and quietly left. Every year it gets
worse. People remember the gifts, the parties but nobody
remembers me. I would hope that this Christmas you allow
me to enter into your life. I would like you to recognize the
fact that, almost two thousand years ago, I came to this
world to give my life for you on the cross to save you.
Today, I only want you to believe this with all your heart.

I want to share something with you. As many didn't invite
me to their party, I will have my own celebration, a grandi-
ose party that no one has ever imagined, a spectacular party.
I'm still making the final arrangements. Today I am sending
out invitations and there is one for you. I want to know if
you wish to attend and I will make a reservation for you and
write your name with golden letters in my guest book. Only
those on the guest list will be invited to the party. Those
who don't answer the invitation, will be left outside. I'll be
waiting for all of you to attend my party this year. See you
soon...I love you! Jesus.

Christmas With A Capital “C”

These are the words to a Christmas song
by a Group called “Go Fish”

To listen to the music go to:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IAckfn8yiAQ

Well I went to the coffee shop to get myself a Mocha,
The lady at the counter said "Happy holidays";

I said, "Thanks lady, I am pretty happy,

But there’s only one holiday that makes me feel that way."
It’s called Christmas, what more can I say?

It’s about the birth of Christ

and you can’t take that away.

You can call it something else,

but that’s not what it will be.

It’s called Christmas with a capital "C."

God's got a law and we pretty much destroyed it.
We’re gonna get judged, there’s no way to avoid it.
But Jesus came down to take the punishment for me.
He did it for you too, so maybe you can see . . .

Why It’s called Christmas, what more can I say?
It’s about the birth of Christ

and you can’t take that away.

You can call it something else,

but that’s not what it will be.

It’s called Christmas with a capital "C."

It’s called Christmas!

oh, yes we want to say happy holidays

because we don’t want to leave anybody out,

really, how come there’s a bunch of holidays in February
but no one says happy holidays then,

they say what it is, “happy valentines day-

OOH do you believe in love?”

It’s called Christmas!

But no body wants to say Christmas,

everything but Christmas, why I know why, you do too,
it’s because it’s got Christ in it

and after thousands of years he’s still intimidating people,
you see when a religious figure says

“I am the way” people don’t wanna hear it.

It’s called Christmas!

I say you gotta say Merry Christmas cuz it is!

and if you don’t believe in it fine,

But I got a flash for you,

Christianity happens to be the religious heritage of my country
whether you like it or not.

It’s called Christmas!

So if you’re not Christian or you don’t like it,

and you don’t want Christmas to be celebrated,

well then God Bless You,

but if you think you’re gonna stop me from sayin it
because it offends you, I gotta flash for you,

Put a helmet on, cuz it’s my country too.

It’s called Christmas, what more can I say?

It’s about the birth of Christ

and you can’t take that away.

You can call it something else,

but that’s not what it will be.

It’s called Christmas with a capital "C”



RINCON HISPANO

AVIS A LA COMMUNAUTE

INTENCION DE LA MISA: En Accién de Gra-
cias por Juan Fuentes.

GRUPO DE ORACION: Cada miércoles, a las
7:00 de la noche en el Gimnasio.

ULTREYA: Cada domingo, a las 11:00 de la mana-
na en la Capilla.

GRUPO JUVENIL: Cada jueves, a las 7:30 de la
noche en el Salon Parroquial.

MUCHISIMAS GRACIAS: A todos los que parti-
ciparon en las Posadas Navidenas y en la Misa de
Clausura, el miércoles pasado en el gimnasio.
MARQUEN SUS CALENDARIOS: Nuestra Misa
en la vispera del ano nuevo se celebrara este jueves
31 de diciembre, a las 7:30 de la noche. Se espera
que la asistencia sea bien concurrida como la misa de
Noche Buena. En la vispera de Afilo Nuevo se antici-
pa la fiesta de la Madre de Dios y es dia de santa
obligacion para todos.

POR FAVOR: Piensen en ser “Embajador de Pro-
teccion” para nuestro recién renovado s

“Salon Betania” debajo de la iglesia. Si quieren que
el salon permanezca en buen estado, diga algo cuan-
do noten comportamientos que pudieran destruir o
causar dafios. Si no cuidamos juntos el lugar, segura-
mente volvera al estado que estuvo antes que se re-
novara. Por favor, piensen en ser “Embajador de Pro-
teccion” de la parroquia.

FIESTA ANUAL DE VOLUNTARIOS: La fiesta
anual de voluntarios sera el proximo domingo 3 de
enero desde las 3 P.M. hasta las 6 P.M. en el Salon
Betania (debajo de la iglesia). Estan invitados todos
los feligreses que voluntariamente donan tiempo y
talento semanalmente. Por favor respondan antes del
30 de diciembre de 2009. Si piensan asistir, no lla-
men a la oficina parroquial, sino a la Srta. Barbara
Powell en el teléfono 486-8341 o mediante un men-
saje eletronico que se encuentra en la carta semanal
del Parroco.

RIFA DE BISCICLETAS: Estarifa en pro de la
Mega Campaiia recaudé un total de $198 dolares. La
ganadora de la bicicleta de nifias fue “Amy Argue-
lla” y la de varones, “Camilla Frederic”. Mil felicita-
ciones.

MONEDAS PARA LA MEGA CAMPANA:

Hace poco se vaci6 el jarro de monedas sueltas, el
cual recaud6 $297 dolares. Muchisimas gracias! Di-
cho jarro volvera a ocupar su puesto a mitad de ene-
ro. Por favor, empiecen a acumular sus monedas para
la Mega Campaiia.

MESSE DOMINICALE: Chaque dimanche a
partir de 12h30, la communauté haitienne se
réuni a I’église pour célébrer la messe. Le mer-
credi soir a partir de 7 h30 PM nous avons une
priere charismatique a la chapelle. Vous étes
tous invité(e)s.

ADORATION: Chaque lundi apres la messe
de 8h30 AM a la chapelle il y a exposition du
St Sacrement jusqu’a 4h PM. Il nous faut une
présence a tout moment durant 1’exposition.
S’il vous plait ne laisser pas le St Sacrement
seul.

HORAIRE POUR LES FETES DE FIN
D’ANNEE :

Jeudi 24 : 5Sh PM messe et installation de la
creche - 7h PM messe en espagnol -

12h messe de minuit avec les trois chorals.
Vendredi 25 : 9h AM et 11h AM messe en an-
glais — 12h30 PM messe en créole.

Jeudi 31 Décembre : Sh PM messe en anglais
— 7h PM messe en espagnol — 11h PM exposi-
tion du St Sacrement et messe de minuit en
créole.

Vendredi 1° Janvier 2010 : 9h AM et midi
messe en anglais.

NOTEZ que la soirée du 31 Décembre est ré-
servée a la communauté haitienne. Nous vou-
lons cloturer ’année en priere et commencer la
nouvelle année toujours en priere. Alors, 1’in-
vitation est lancée a tous ceux et celles qui
veulent nous rejoindre avec leurs parents et
amis pour la premiére messe de 1’année.

SERVICE SOCIAL: Les bureaux du service
social de Ste Martha sont a votre disposition si
vous avez besoin de nourriture, habits, service
d’immigration etc. Contactez les au 292-1603

du lundi au vendredi excepté les mardis de 10h
AM —2h PM.



BAPTISMS of
DECEMBER 2009

Aliya Tyra Jerome

Robert June Romulus

Sophia Tosemarie Desravines
Nicholas Michael-Mario Montreuil
Pablo Chaverra

Dayana Michelle Guevara
Ariana Yaneth Herrera
Olivia Rose Louiscar
Sophie Ann Suzelle Midy
Andrew Alexander Torres

TREE OF LIFE:

Memorialize a loved one with a leaf on our
parish’s Tree of Life, located in the Church Lobby.
If you would like more information about this
lovely memorial, Please contact the Parish
Office at 481-2550 Ext 301

OUR FAITHFULLY DEPARTED

+ November 2009

James Healy
Edward J. Gallagher + December 5, 2009
Peter Smith +December 15, 2009

Pierre Coriolan +December 16, 2009

THE SACRAMENTS AT ST. MARTHA’S

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Please call in the names of those who are ill. Names of the
ill will be published for one month, which then is
renewable. Names of people can be placed on the Sick list
only by the individual or family member.

Martha Alce, Elizabeth Augustyn, Jean Beekman,
Ann Boden, Thomas Brislin, Sharon Burke,

-] Veronica Byrnes, Fr. Zachary Callahan, Marie

Caruso, Ann Celentano, Thomas Celentano,
Anne Cote, Edward Cserny, Ann DeNicola,
Kevin Derham, Karl Droessler, Brian Duffy,
Malorie Dzienius, Roderich Evans, Josephine
Elgonitis, Mary Famularo, Jean Ferraia,

Jack Flynn , Kathleen Flynn, Humbert Garel,
Harriet Ganas, Sr. Patricia Gimblett, RSM,

Ann Gould, Bertha Griffin, Joan Gurge, Lorraine
Hardy, Frank Hayde, Jeanette Healy, Marlene
Hicks, Eleanora Hinton, Marianne Imperato,
Jack Kightlinger, Barbara Kirsten, Kevin Law-
lor, Monserrate Lebron, Rita Liotta, Edith Luc-
chi, Faith Lyons, Nancy Martinez, Joan Mari-
conda, Arthur McNeill, Thomas Mc Govern,
John Mueller, Steven Nieves, Mary O’Leary,
Florence O’ Sullivan, Teodocia Perez, Samuel
Peters, Frances Powell, Mary Prutzman, Mary
Rodefeld, George Schmidt, James Spagnoli,
Frank Torie, Rubena Waldron, Sr. Margaret Wil-
liams, CIJ, Sharon Wicke, Betty Griffin, Leonisa
Rivera, John Villavicencio, Marge Weiss, Jennie
Vilhauslas, Kay Brown, Laura Mauro, Fernando
Rodriguez Lamberty, Robert & Pam Henry,
Alexander J. Wilamowski ,Charles Droessler,
Antoine Amie, John Flanagan, Jr., Rose Marie
Allen and Rita Faure.




YOU CAN'T STEAL MY CHRISTMAS

Poem by Sharon Steege

I don't know who they are
Saying I can't greet the crowd
The way that I want to

Can't say CHRISTMAS out loud.

I walk into a business place
See things that I rather not see
But dare I not say CHRISTMAS
And ask for a "holiday" tree.

What happened to freedom of speech
And living in the land of the free

How can they take my CHRISTMAS money
But can't say MERRY CHRISTMAS to me.

Men and women have given their lives
So we could still go free
I wonder how they would feel
At saying "HOLIDAY" TREE.

Come on AMERICA let's wake up
Don't let our freedom escape
If they get by with doing this
What else will they take?

This is starting to get out of hand,
And I've begun to keep track
Well I've just about had enough

I'M TAKING CHRISTMAS BACK.

So MERRY CHRISTMAS AMERICA

I hope this gets all over the net
If we all stand united and take freedom back

"Twill be our best CHRISTMAS YET!

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYBODY



Social Ministry / Outreach News

Job Bank of Qutreach:
Gilaine, is overseeing the
Job Bank.

Do you need a babysitter, home health aid,
housekeeper or landscaper? Or can you
provide these services? Register with
St. Martha’s Social Ministry Job Bank.
Call 292-1603 on Wednesday or Thursday
between 10 AM and 2PM.

FIDELIS CARE
HEALTH INSURANCE

Is in Social Ministry every Wednesday
from 10 —12 PM. Ask to see Claudia.

Professional Therapy and Counseling:
Family, marriage, and individual therapies,
provided by New York State licensed thera-
pists, are available to our parish . This pro-
gram, provided by the Catholic Counseling
Center is under the direction of Dr. George
Giuliani. Most insurance policies, including
Medicare, are honored. For confidential infor-
mation and appointment, call Dr. Giuliani at
631-243-2503 or go to our website at
http://www.thecatholiccounselingcenter.net

CAN YOU HELP?

ITEMS NEEDED: Frozen hamburg-
ers, one pound frozen chopped meat
packages, small chickens, chicken parts,
hot dogs/franks, tuna fish, beans, rice,
oil, individual boxed milk (ie. Parmalat),
jelly, peanut butter, yams/sweet potatoes,
all kinds of juice (esp., small sizes), tea
bags, any cold cereal, individual packs
of oatmeal, bar soaps, toilet tissue, paper
towels, napkins, diapers, diaper wipes,
toothbrushes and other person care items
or store gift certificates. Clean grocery

store plastic or paper bags.

Thank you for your generosity!

To all who contributed to the
Christmas Angle gifts and food for
those in need..

LIVING STEWARDSHIP
December 27, 2009
Fourth Sunday of Advent

We are grateful this week
for all stewards
in our parish
who seek to use their gifts
of healing and forgiveness
to promote healthy relationships
within their families
as well as the wider community.

Bulletin Reflection
December 27, 2009
Fourth Sunday of Advent

The first reading today provides a
challenging guideline
for the good stewardship
of our family relationships.

How do I measure up?




PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR THOSE
IN THE UNITED STATES MILITARY

A PRAYER FOR OUR MILITARY

YOU ARE MY REFUGE AND MY SHIELD. I PUT MY HOPE IN YOUR WORD.”

(Psalm 119:114)

Lord, bless the men and women of our military as they answer the call to serve our nation and defend

our freedom.

Protect them, particularly those in harm’s way. Most of all let them know your love: that you are
with them, and that you will never forsake or abandon them. I ask this in the precious name of Jesus,

our Lord and Savior.

IRAQ
November 22 — November 28, 2009

Sgt Brian Williams 25 Sparks GA
Pvt Michael Rogers 23 White Sulphur Springs MT

And
58+ Iraqis

AFGHANISTAN

Sgt Brandon Islip 23 Richmond VA

Sgt James Nolen 25 Alvin TX

Pvt Marcus Tynes 19 Moreno Valley CA
Cpl Nicholas Hand 20 Kansas City MO

Sgt Matthew Pucino 34 Cockeysville MD
Spc Jason McLeod 22 Crystal Lake IL

116+ Afghanis and Pakistanis

Amen. Partners in Evangelism Ministry to Service Men and Women

“War is always a defeat for humanity.”

Pope John Paul 11

If someone you know or someone in your family
is currently serving in the U.S. Military, kindly
submit their name, rank and Branch of Service to
the Parish Center office in writing. If the service
person leaves the service, please inform the
Parish Office. Thank you.

U.S. Air Force: Staff Sgt. Francisco J.
Velasquez,

U.S. Army:

Master Sergeant Jill Agront, Sgt. Hisnard
Cadet, Jr., Staff Sgt. Misael Exantus,

Spc. Danny Mendez, Sgt Aaron Fullerton,
PFC Zaymery Villalobos, Special Force
Kareem Inniss, Colonel Verb Washington,
Major Elizabeth Werns-Romano, Flight Sur-
geon, LTC Christopher Jenkins, Spc. Richard
Aquilar, 1st Lt. Gavin Campbell McMahon,
LTC Douglas Boltuc.

U.S. Marines:

Sergeant W. Jason Ferris, L Cpl. Jason
Fullerton, L. Cpl Alfonso Rodriquez, Cpl.
Adam Griffin, L Cpl. Eaton Farrell,
LCPL Alexis Vazquez

U.S. Navy:

Airman Herbert J. Alvarado, JE-4/CS3 Jesus
Ron, P.O.1st Class John V. Sparkowski,

Lt. Joseph A. Baugh, Cpl. Eric Omar Matos,
U.S. Navy & Marines, Commander Kevin
Seaton Canty.




Events at St. Martha’s— Dec. 27th, 2009

Events at St. Martha’s— Dec. 28th, 2009

Key:

A——Gym

B Bethany Hall -Lower Church
C Main Church

H
L—— John Darcy Chapel
PC—- Parish Center

S

Social Ministry/Outreach

School

Sun.  12-27-09

No RCIA / No Religious Education Program

10:15 —11:30am Spanish Gathering B

10:30am — 12:00pm RICA  Adult Sacraments
Session in Spanish H

I1lam — 12:30pm Ultreya Movimiento
Cursillos Cristiandad L
Hispanic Carismatic

Prayer Group A

2:00 — 4:00pm Haitian Fellowship B
Mon. 12-28-09
7:30 -9:30pm Charismatic English Prayer L

Tues.  12-29-09
7:30 — 8:30pm U Strong for Youth B
Wed. 12-30-09

6:30 — 9:45pm  Carismatic Hispanic Prayer A
6:30 - 9:45pm  Pace AA S (Art Rm.)

7:30 — 10:00pm  Haitian Charismatic Prayer L

Thurs. 12-31-09 NEW YEAR’S EVE
Fri. 1-01-2010 NEW YEAR’S DAY
Sat.  1-02-10

Ilam —12:30pm Legion of Mary Prayer L

12:30 —4:00pm  Haitian Marian Prayer L
NO BINGO this evening.

e e e e e B B e

KEEP
CHRIST
IN
CHRISTMAS!

b e e B B B B

Sun. 1-03-10 EPIPHANY of the LORD

No Rel.Ed.Classes/ No RCIA sessions

9:45-10:45 Senior Choir Practice L

10:30am—12pm. RICA Adult Sacraments
Session in Spanish H

11am—12:30pm Ultreya Movimiento
Cursillos Cristisndad L

3:00 — 6:00pm  Our Parish Annual Volunteer
Gathering B

Mon. 1-04-10
7:30-9:30pm Charismatic English Prayer L

Tues. 1-05-10

7:30pm Divine Mercy Chaplet L

7:30-9:30pm English as a Second Language
(ESL) S (Rms. 210/213/214)

7:30 — 8:30pm U Strong for Youth B

Wed. 1-06-10

6:30 - 9:45pm  Pace Group AA S (Art Rm)

6:30 —9:45pm  Carismatic Hispanic Prayer A

7:30 —-9:30pm  RCIA Adult Sacraments
Session in English  P.C.

7:30 — 10pm Haitian Charismatic Prayer L

Thurs. 1-07-10

St.Martin’s Parent/Teacher Night

No Rel.LEd. Classes / No ESL classes.

7:00 —9:30pm  Juventud sin fronteras B

Fri. 1-08-10

10am - 1:30pm BINGO B

6:30-9:45pm Pace Group AA S (Art Rm)
8:00 — 10:00pm Spanish Choir Rehearsal C
8:00-10:00pm  Haitian Choir Rehearsal L

Sat. 1-09-10
I1lam-12:30pm Legion of Mary L
6:00 - 10:00pm BINGO B




St. Mawthov's Pawrishv Family’s ...

NEW YEAR’S 2010 Schedule
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Thursday, New Year’s Eve, December 31st 2009 —

. (No Morning Mass)

. 5PM — Solemnity of Mary Vigil Mass [ENGLISH]
. 7PM — Solemnity of Mary Mass in SPANISH
11:00 PM  — Haitian Holy Hour & Adoration

12 Midnight — Midnight Mass in Creole

Friday, New Year’s Day, January 1st 2010 —
. 9AM — First Morning Mass [ENGLISH]
. 12:00 PM — Noon Mass [ENGLISH]

A Blessed New Yeowr to-AUW !

~



