














Newsletter staff: Michael Dragonetti, Merlene Fray, Karleine Graham, Beverly Gray, Kathleen Lyons 

Gloria Rita Maffettone 
Lady of the Order of the Holy 

Sepulchre 
    Nominated by Msgr. 
Francis Caldwell and 
affirmed by Bishop Wil-
liam Murphy, Gloria 
Maffettone was in-
vested into the Eques-
trian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem 
on September 26, 2009 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
with Archbishop Timo-
thy Dolan presiding.   
     In true Maffettone 
humility,  Gloria com-

mented that she was very happy that the Equestrian part was 
no longer important – as she has tried horseback riding and 
did not excel at that!  But excel, in many ways, she certainly 
has and St. Martha’s has been the fortunate recipient of 
much of her “time and talent.”   
     One of three children of Virginia and Domenic Maffet-
tone, Gloria has been a resident of Uniondale since the age 
of 3.  The family became involved - in their spiritual life as 
well as working for the good of the parish - with the rela-
tively new parish of St. Martha’s upon arriving in Union-
dale in 1952 .  Gloria’s brother Don was baptized at St. 
Martha’s and he and his sisters received the sacraments of 
Communion, Penance and Confirmation in the parish and 
Jo Anne was married here.  Gloria and her sister Jo Anne, 
who is also a parishioner, continue to follow in their par-
ent’s footsteps. 
    Currently, Gloria serves as chair of the Capital Campaign 
Committee and has worked tirelessly to have the program 

Parishioners  
Receive Awards 

 
• One Inducted into 

the Order of the 
Holy Sepulchre. 

 
• Three Received St. 

Pius X Medals for 
Catechists 
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Diocese Recognizes Three 
St. Martha’s Catechists 

by Karleine Graham 
    Patricia Baltes, Merlene 
Fray and Karleine Graham, 
parishioners of St. Martha’s, 
were among 353 catechists from 
around the diocese who received 
service awards from the Most 
Rev. John C. Dunne, D.D. at St. 
Agnes Cathedral on October 20, 
2009.  On behalf of himself and 
Bishop William Murphy, the 
Bishop thanked the recipients 
for their efforts which represents thousands of service hours 
to the Catechetical Ministry in the Church of Rockville 
Centre.  The reading was from Romans 10:9-15 which 
clearly explains that all Christians have a duty to spread the 
Gospel of Jesus.  This is primarily done by the Christian life 
which we are called to lead.  But some catechists are espe-
cially called to help in the initiation and/or deepening the 
faith formation of children and adults.  

   Catechists 
do this by 
joyfully living 
the faith, cele-
brating the 
sacraments 
and the 
church’s lit-
urgy while  
strengthening 
their own 
faith.  The 
sharing of 
faith is a deli-Continued on Page 2 

Bishop Dunne presents 
medal to Merlene Fray. 

Sr. Elizabeth, Sr. Eileen with Pat, Karleine and 
Merlene. 



Reverend Edward G. Sullivan 
1927 – 2009 by Kathleen Lyons 
    Father Sullivan always loved a 
good story or a fact that defied 
coincidence.  So it was very fitting 
that he died on October 6, 2009 – 
his 82nd birthday! 
    St. Martha’s and especially its 
Spanish speaking community were 
very fortunate to have had Fr. Sul-
livan with us for four years from 
1999-2003.  He said the Spanish 
Mass each Sunday but also partici-
pated in many of the other parish 
functions and said Mass in English 
as needed.  But it was his time 
with the Spanish community that 
so marks the life of this extraordi-
nary man.   
    Ordained on June 11, 1955 as a Maryknoll, Father spent 
many years in Bolivia, Ecuador and Guatemala until health 
issues forced his return to Long Island.  He came to the 
Diocese of Rockville Centre in 1969 and his experiences in 
South and Latin America proved to be most timely, as the 
Hispanic population in the area was growing and the need 
for Spanish speaking priests to assist these immigrants was 
becoming very evident.  Fr. Sullivan was assigned to pilot a 
program ministering to Spanish speaking Catholics in Free-
port and Rockville Centre.  In 1973, he was appointed as 
the First Coordinator of the Diocesan Spanish Apostolate.  
Later he served as pastor of Our Lady of the Assumption 
Church in Copiague where his funeral mass was held. 
    But a chronological list of events rarely tells us who a 
person is and with “Fred” this is certainly true.  The name 
“Fred” or “Just Fred” as he became known to family and 
close friends stems from a time when the Doolan family 
children were young and were having difficulty with  
“FR ED”, so he told them to just call me “Fred” and so 
“Fred” it was!  A video of pictures taken over the years was 
displayed at the wake by those now adult children and it 
ended appropriately “Just Fred”.   
    The homily that was given by the family at the Mass of 
Transference says “The world according to Fred was a 
world filled with an amazing capacity to love, to love all 
animals, the beach, photos of beautiful sunsets, any person 
who appreciated Carvel, Brill Cream, baby oil, Juicy Fruit 
gum, black socks over white socks, and the importance of a 
warm hat.”  And probably very true: “The world according 
to Fred was closed captioned in Spanish.  He was an Irish-
man from Massachusetts with Latin blood running through 
his heart.”  The homily went on to re-iterate Father’s uncon-
ditional love for all his flock, “The world according to Fred 
did not limit family to those who shared a blood line, family 
was anyone who loved unconditionally,” and concluded that 
“it does not end here.” 
   The prayer card distributed in memory of Father Sullivan 
very appropriately included the traditional Irish Blessing 
that ends “And until we meet again, may God hold you in 
the palm of His hand.”  We shall miss this very loving 
priest and look forward to the day when we meet again, for 
he surely knew that this was not “the end”. 

cate and sensitive matter.  In addition to covering the cur-
riculum, catechists must foster a deep relationship with God 
and encourage children and adults to develop the same for 
the rest of the lives. 
    Sister Eileen Curley and Sister Elizabeth Myles intro-
duced St. Martha’s awardees to Bishop Dunne.  The St. 
Pius X medal is awarded for ten years of service in the 
Catechetical Ministry. 
Meet these dedicated women! 
    Patricia Baltes.  Since 1972, Mrs. Baltes has volunteered 
at Mercy Hospital and Mercy Hospice.  She teaches reme-
dial reading at Lawrence Road Middle School.  She uses 
these skills and her faith to teach religious education to St. 
Martha’s first year students.  Married for 34 years to her 
husband, Paul, she is the mother of Patrick and Philip and 
stepmother to Peter and Paul.  Pat is also the niece of a Pau-
list priest who is editor of the Catholic World.  She loves 
volunteering and strongly believes that it is a worthwhile 
endeavor to teach and spread the faith. 
    Merlene Fray.  Mrs. Fray is the widowed mother of 
three children, Ingrid, Jillian and Jermaine and grandmother 
of two girls, Jazmine and Johanna.  She works in the legal 
field and holds a Masters Degree from Columbia University 
in Developmental Psychology. She is a Eucharistic Minis-
ter, writes for the newsletter, sings in the choir and is a 
member of the Baptismal Preparation team.  Merlene cites 
her deep love of Scripture, her need to increase her own 
knowledge, her desire to make children aware of the riches 
of scripture, and to give young people a guide to Christ-like 
living as some of the reasons why she is a catechist and spe-
cializes in teaching scripture to teenagers. 
    Karleine M. Graham.  In addition to being a catechist, 
Ms. Graham volunteers as a Eucharistic Minister and Lec-
tor, member of newsletter staff, member of Baptismal 
preparation team and the Altar Society.  She has a back-
ground in the Banking industry.  Over ten years, she has 
taught RCIA to children and religious education to second 
and third graders.  She prepares children for the sacraments 
of initiation, Baptism, Reconciliation and First Communion.  
Love of scripture and the saints, her need to pass on the 
faith and to prepare students for the beautiful sacraments are  
the impetus for her service which yields joyful rewards.   
     Bishop Dunne told the awardees that while it is good to 
take time to celebrate and mark milestones, we must re-
member that the work of spreading the faith continues.  On 
behalf of Bishop Dunne, and the entire Catechetical Team 
at St. Martha’s, I invite you to think about joining the team.   

Catechists Honored continued 

Youth Jam for Jesus Comes to St. Martha's 
by Merlene Fray 
    Calling all youth groups and young adults of  St. Martha's. Save 
the date:  Saturday, January 23, 2010 for the celebration of 
Youth Jam.  Youth Jam is an annual celebration of youth and young 
people in the Dioceses of Brooklyn, New York and Long Is-
land.  This celebration is sponsored by Ambassadors of the Word 
whose Director, JoAnn Perou, is a member of St. Martha's 
Church.  The celebration culminates with a Mass at 5:00 PM which 
will feature the Sister Thea Bowman Gospel choir. 
    In future weeks there will be more information regarding Youth 
Jam.  ALL ARE INVITED.  
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     More than 500 years ago, the “New World”, land com-
prised of the Americas and the Caribbean, was discovered.  
After centuries of colonization and struggles for independ-
ence, Latin America has evolved into the rich, proud tradi-
tion of fused European, African, Asian and indigenous cul-
tures.  Today, while over 590 million people live among the 
twenty countries of Latin America, millions of Latin Ameri-
cans live abroad in the United States to make 
their “American Dream” a reality. 
     Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month, we 
remember the cultural, scientific, and political 
contributions made by those of Latin American 
ancestry in everyday American life.  Some dis-
tinguished Hispanic Americans include Luis Walter Alva-
rez, first U.S. born Latino to win the Nobel Prize for Phys-
ics; César Chávez, a Mexican American civil rights leader 
recognized worldwide for his commitment to farm workers; 
Arte Moreno, first Hispanic American to own a sports fran-
chise when he bought the Anaheim Angels in 2003; Ellen 
Ochoa, the first Hispanic American woman to fly in space; 
Tito Puente, Puerto Rican musician who won four Gram-
mys and was honored by the American Society of Compos-
ers, Authors, and Publishers; Nina Tassler, the president of 
CBS Entertainment since September 2004; word-famous 
singers such as Julio Igelsias, Marc Anthony, and Christina 
Aguilera; actors such as Salma Hayek, Andy Garcia, and 
Rosario Dawson; Oscar de La Renta, Dominican American 
fashion designer and first American chosen to direct the  
House of Balmain, world famous center of design and fash-
ion in Paris; the forty-three Latino recipients of the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor; Sonia Sotomayor, first His-
panic woman to become Supreme Court Associate Justice; 
and many, many more. 
     As the story of Latin Americans evolve in the United 
States, the rich, proud tradition of music, dance, and food 
remains powerfully evident and beautifully woven into the 
fabric of American society.  Carrying values of gratitude, 
service, and love, Latin Americans continue to strengthen 
the fabric of American communities and neighborhoods 
across the country and share its proud tradition with all na-
tionalities and backgrounds. 

As (Latin) American as Apple Pie” 
by Alex Ticas 

     Hace más de 500 años fue descubierto el “Nuevo Mun-
do,” tierra que abarca las Américas y el Caribe.  Después de 
siglos de colonización y luchas por independizarse, Latino-
américa se convirtió en una rica cultura, orgullosa mezcla 
de tradiciones europeas, africanas e indígenas.  Mientras 
mas de 590 millones de personas viven en los veinte países 

latinoamericanos, millones de Latinoamericanos 
viven en los Estados Unidos tratando de hacer 
realidad el “Sueño Americano.”  
     Celebrando el Mes de la Herencia Hispana, 
recordamos a las personas de descendencia lati-
noamericana que han contribuido cultural, 
científica y políticamente en la vida cotidiana. 

Algunos distinguidos Latinoamericanos son Luis Walter 
Álvarez, el primer latinoamericano nacido en Estados Uni-
dos que gano el Premio Nobel de Física; Cesar Chávez, un 
mexicoamericano líder activista de los derechos laborales 
reconocido mundialmente por su compromiso con los traba-
jadores agrícolas.  Arte Moreno, primer hispanoamericano 
dueño de una franquicia deportiva cuando compró los An-
gelinos de Anaheim en 2003; Ellen Ochoa la primera mujer 
latina astronauta que ha viajado al espacio; Tito Puente, 
músico puertorriqueño quien gano cuatro premios grammys 
y fue homenajeado por la American Society of Composers, 
Authors, and Publishers; Nina Tassler, presidenta de la ca-
dena de entretenimiento CBS desde septiembre del 2004; 
cantantes famosos mundialmente como Julio Iglesias, Marc 
Anthony y Christina Aguilera, y actores como Salma 
Hayek, Andy García y Rosario Dawson; Oscar de la Renta, 
dominicano americano famoso diseñador y primer america-
no escogido para dirigir la Casa de Balmain, famoso centro 
de moda y diseño en Paris;  cuarenta y tres latinos que han 
recibido la Medalla de Honor del Congreso; Sonia Sotoma-
yor, primera mujer hispana  que llega a ser Jueza Asociada 
de la Corte Suprema de Justicia  y muchos, muchos mas. 
      Mientras la historia de los Latinoamericanos se desarro-
lla en los Estados Unidos, la rica y orgullosa tradición de 
música, baile y comida se mantiene evidente poderosa y 
bellamente entre tejida en la sociedad americana.  Llevando 
valores de gratitud, servicio y amor.  Los Latinoamericanos 
continúan dando fuerza a las comunidades y vecindarios 
americanos en todo el país y comparte orgullosamente sus 
tradiciones con todas las nacionalidades y culturas. 

“Tan (Latino) Americano como el 
Pastel de Manzana” by Alex Ticas 

SAVE THE DATE—November 29th 
November is National Black Catholic History Month 
   
  In honor of Black Catholic History Month there will be A 
Musical and Dramatic Presentation featuring THE SR. 
THEA BOWMAN GOSPEL CHOIR, on Sunday, Novem-
ber 29, 2009 at 3:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Grace Church, 
666 Albin Ave., West Babylon, Long Island.  Driving di-
rections on church website:  www.ourladyofgrace.net/. 
    Come and join in a spirit-filled celebration of African-
American pride in the Roman Catholic Church of Long 
Island.  ALL are invited. 

Raymond and Theresa Oury 
50th Anniversary, October 17th  
    Fifty years to the day, the couple renewed their marriage 
vows at St. Martha’s. 

Hispanic Heritage 
Month 

September 15 to 
October 15 

Left: Msgr. Caldwell blesses the 
couple.  Above Raymond and 
Theresa and their family. 
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succeed and reach its goal.  A pledge drive and fund raisers 
have been planned and executed with attention to the smallest 
details. Her teaching and administrative experience have proven 
invaluable during this parish-wide endeavor.   
    A graduate of Uniondale High School, Gloria did her under-
graduate work at Adelphi University in Garden City and later 
returned to pursue a Master’s Degree there.  In 1971, Gloria be-
gan her teaching career at St. Anne’s School in Brentwood 
where she taught for seven years before taking a position with 
the Uniondale School District.  After twelve years in Uniondale,  
she spent one year as Assistant Principal of a Middle School in 
West Hempstead before becoming principal of the Francis X. 
Hegarty School in Island Park.  Gloria retired this June after 17 
years in that position. 
    At St. Martha’s, Gloria serves as a Eucharistic Minister, is a 
member of the Entertainment committee, has worked exten-
sively in the Religious Education program both as teacher and 
advisor, and is always among the first to volunteer to help with whatever project is in need of “willing people.”  In that capac-
ity, she has supervised children at parish events, wraped Christmas packages or distributed food for the Outreach program and 
sold chances or tickets for the dinner dance.  Selection to the Order of the Holy Sepulchre is based on service to the church and 
community – Gloria Maffettone is certainly a worthy candidate and honoree. 

Maffettone continued 

Fr. Frank introduced Gloria to Edward Cardinal Egan. 

October is RESPECT LIFE month. 
It shines a beacon of light towards the 
 coming of the Christ Child.   
Reach out to the miracle of life 

Embrace all gifts from God 

Share parenting skills 

Protect the unborn through education 

Encourage and nurture the beauty of life 

Celebrate life 

Trust in the Lord for guidance 
 

Love one another as Jesus loves you 

Imitate the life of Mary, our Mother 

Follow the example of Mary 

Everyday, pray for the unborn 
By Beverly Gray 

Samara with her mother Gianna Gray.  
Baby Arianna arrived on  September 25th. 

OOPS!  We apologize to Cardinal 
Turkson.  Somehow in last month’s 
newsletter, we demoted him to 
Bishop! 

The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem 
By Gloria Maffettone 
    The Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem is one of the highest Papal honors conferred 
upon clergy or laymen. Only practicing Catholics approved by their pastor and bishop may 
be members.  Selection occurs because of service to the Church and/or community.   
    In 1099, Godfrey de Bouillon, who led the first Crusade to the Holy Land, created the Or-
der of the Holy Sepulchre to guard the newly liberated tomb of Christ (the Holy Sepulchre).  
Godfrey asked his knights to spend their lives in defense of Christ’s tomb.  In 1113 the new 
Order of Knights was approved by Pope Pascal II.  Subsequent papal reviews of the charter 
brought the order into modern times. In 1888, Pope Leo XIII returned to the tradition of 
“knighting” women that had been done in Medieval times.  The Order was first organized in 
the United States in 1926. Knights and Ladies of the Holy Sepulchre wear an insignia called 
the Jerusalem Cross; the cross is red and signifies the five wounds of Christ. 
Responsibilities of Knights and Ladies of the Order 
   The Holy Father has given the Order the mission of fostering the practice of Christian life 
in the modern world and the preservation of the faith in the Holy Land.   Knights and Ladies 
are urged to make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and support the Order’s works there such as 
schools, hospitals and the upkeep of Christian shrines, especially the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre.  Knights and Ladies are expected to support the parish and diocese to which they 
belong and be an example to others as Catholics in both what they say and do. 
The Investiture Ceremony 
    The modern ceremony has its roots in medieval tradition.  The night before was spent in 
prayer, fasting and contemplation.  A solemn vow was made by the Knights in waiting to 
abide by a code of ethics, live a life of service, help the poor and advance the faith.       
    Similarly, on the evening of September 25, 2009 those who were to become true Knights 
and Ladies of the Holy Sepulchre met at the Church of Our Savior on Park Avenue in New 
York City. Here we participated in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, meditation and con-
fession.   During the Vigil Mass which followed, each Lady and Knight was brought to the 
main altar to sign a Solemn Promise on how we would conduct our lives as members of the 
Holy Sepulchre. 
     The next day, September 26th, at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City, Archbishop 
Timothy Dolan presided over the Mass of Investiture of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre of 
Jerusalem.  The Archbishop asks the candidates “What do you ask?” and reminds us of the 
solemn promises made at the Vigil Mass.  He asked if we were ready to, “show yourself wor-
thy of the honor that you are to receive and the dignity with which you are to be invested?”  
    Carrying our capes on our left arms we approached the altar where we met Edward Cardi-
nal Egan who knighted us with a sword, presented us with our decorations and congratulated 
us.  From here we walked to the back of the Cathedral where we were caped and walked 
back up the main aisle as true Knights and Ladies of the Holy Sepulchre.  Mass continued 
with the Holy Eucharist and a special prayer for the Holy Land written by Pope Pius XII. 
    The day ended with a black tie dinner honoring the new Knights and Ladies at the Waldorf 
Astoria and a special introduction to Cardinal Egan from Msgr. Francis Caldwell. 
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First Communion Requirements 
by Paul Turner 

 

   To share in communion for the first time children must have “sufficient knowledge and careful preparation 
so as to understand the mystery of Christ according to their capacity” (Code of Canon Law 913). They must 
also be able to receive communion “with faith and devotion” (913).  
   Our church expects a child to discern ordinary food from the eucharistic bread.That ability comes at the age 
“of the use of reason.” We generally place that at about age seven, but it has never been defined because chil-
dren mature so independently. If children cannot make the distinction, they should not come to the eucharistic 
table. Even in danger of death, an infant below the age of reason is not to receive communion. Infant com-
munion is common among other Christian churches.  
   Children should understand the mystery of Christ “according to their capacity.”They need not comprehend 
the total mystery. (Who of us can?) They should come to the table with a spiritual disposition. Communion 
requires not just using reason but having faith as well. Formerly, children were expected to adore the host. 
That requirement fit an age when the faithful received communion infrequently and attended Mass to adore 
the host more than to share in communion.  

NOVEMBER  
The month of November has traditionally been a time in the church year that we reflect on death, the dead, 
and the questions about whether the circle will be unbroken. The entire month focuses on the way we grapple 
with death. Our attitudes may vary from calling death our Sister (as St. Francis did) to concentrating on the 
ways we struggle against the modern forms of death in our own world. It might be a time for us to think about 
a will, about cremation or burial, or donation to medical science. It might mean trying to balance what we 
believe about the next life with the way medical technology prolongs life, or the ways we avoid dealing with 
death by our funeral practices. It might be a time to consider how we support others when they face the death 
of a loved one. It might mean confronting some of the hard ethical questions that government and business 
and science face every day about the value and the quality of human life. 
One way in which we can assist our parishioners is to invite them for an evening to learn about preparing for 
funerals and to encourage them to plan their own in advance. This can be given by a parish priest or the par-
ish liturgist. Ideally, both will work together and discuss all aspects of funeral planning. Someone from a fu-
neral home and from the diocesan cemeteries can give information about their services for a fuller perspec-
tive on all that needs to be done. When we did it, we called it "Exiting Gracefully," and those who came 
seemed to really appreciate the information and planning tools we gave them.  
The Feast of All Saints (November 1st) is one of the great festivals of the church and the day following, the 
celebration of All Souls (November 2nd) is our common remembrance of all those who have gone before us 
in death. One suggestion is to have Evening Prayer or another prayer service on the feast of All Souls and to 
send out invitations to the families of those who were buried from the parish during the year. A peaceful, can-
dlelit service is greatly appreciated by the families. It can include the reading of the names of those who are 
being commemorated and some ritual activity by the family, such as lighting a candle in remembrance. Let 
your creative and pastoral spirit guide you.  
The civic holiday of Thanksgiving  is more and more being recognized as a religious feast. It is a day not 
only to give thanks to God for the blessings we receive, but a reminder of our responsibility to care for what 
we have been given and to share it with the dispossessed in our world. It seems that this feast can fit very 
nicely into the theme of helping us put our priorities in order. A collection of food and financial gifts to be 
used for the poor is a tradition in many parishes at Mass on this day.  

Copyright © 2000, Resource Publications, Inc. 160 E. Virginia St. #290, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. 
This article may not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher.  For permission e-mail 
info@rpinet.com. Paul Turner, pastor of St. Munchin Parish in Cameron, MO, holds a doctorate in sacramental theology from 
Sant' Anselmo  University in Rome.  Both above articles are covered by this copyright. 



 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROGRESS  AS OF OCTOBER 29, 2009 

GOAL:  $800,000 
PLEDGED:  $424,136  53.0% of Goal 

279 Donors & 24 Fund  Raisers 
and  Monthly  Campaign Collections 

DONATIONS RECEIVED:   $347,029 
BALANCE TO GOAL:           $375,863 

           VIRTUS TRAINING 
 
FOR:         ALL SAINT MARTHA’S  MINISTERS & VOLUNTEERS  

             (Who have not attended) 
 
 
WHAT IS VIRTUS? 
    VIRTUS (Protecting God’s Children) is an informal and helpful workshop regarding the 
protection of the vulnerable, especially the youth.  It teaches people to ask questions like these: 
What are things we ought to notice?  What ought we do if certain behaviors concern us?   
 
 
HOW WILL VIRTUS HELP? 
     VIRTUS will help any employee and volunteer recognize the warning signs of abuse, give 
the appropriate steps to respond to suspicious behavior, and help prevent abuse through educa-
tion.  Many who have already attended tell how beneficial VIRTUS has been in their personal 
lives as well, regarding their children and grandchildren. 

 
WHEN:   
                                                              
             SATURDAY,   NOVEMBER 7th  (9:30A.M.)  In SOCIAL MINISTRY OFFICE
                                                  
 
                                        (Other sessions are available throughout the Diocese.  
                                     Check the VIRTUS site for more dates and locations.) 

               wwwdrvc.org   
 
RSVP:       Sr. Eileen Powell B.V.M.  (486-8341) 
                                  (Call with name, and telephone number)                    



PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR 
THOSE IN THE UNITED STATES 

MILITARY 
 
 

U.S. Air Force:    
Airman Francisco J. Velasquez,  
 
U.S. Army: 
Master Sergeant Jill Agront, Sgt. Hisnard  
Cadet, Jr., Staff Sgt. Misael Exantus,   
Spc. Danny Mendez, Sgt Aaron Fullerton,  
PFC Zaymery Villalobos, Special Force Ka-
reem Inniss, Colonel Verb Washington, Major 
Elizabeth Werns-Romano, Flight Surgeon,  
LTC Christopher Jenkins, Spc. Richard 
Aquilar, 1st Lt. Gavin Campbell. 
                     
 

 
If someone you know or someone in your family 
is currently serving in the U.S. Military, kindly 
submit their name, rank and Branch of Service to 
the Parish Center office in writing. If the service 
person leaves the service, please inform the  
Parish Office.  Thank you. 

 
U.S. Marines: 
Sergeant W. Jason Ferris, L Cpl. Jason   
Fullerton, L. Cpl Alfonso Rodriquez, Cpl. 
Adam Griffin, L Cpl. Eaton Farrell,  
LCPL Alexis Vazquez  
 
U.S. Navy:     
Airman Herbert J. Alvarado, JE-4/CS3 Jesus 
Ron, P.O.1st Class John V. Sparkowski,  
Lt. Joseph A. Baugh, Cpl. Eric Omar Matos,  
U.S. Navy & Marines, Commander Kevin 
Seaton Canty.  
                          

“War is always a defeat for humanity.” 
 

Pope John Paul II 

Bulletin Reflection 
 

November 1, 2009 
All Saints Day 

 
 
 

Today’s Psalm makes clear  
that we and everything  

we think we own  
actually belong to God instead:  

“The Lord’s are the earth  
and its fullness;  

the world and those who dwell in it.” 
We are stewards, 

 not owners,  
of our lives  

and all we possess. 

LIVING STEWARDSHIP 
 

November 1, 2009 
All Saints Day 

 
 

We are grateful  
this week  for all stewards 

 in our parish  
who recognize that all good gifts  

come from God,  
to be used 

in service to our neighbor. 



Social Ministry / Outreach News 

FIDELIS CARE  
HEALTH INSURANCE 

 
 Is in Social Ministry every Wednesday 

from 10 –12 PM. Ask to see Claudia. 

Job Bank of Outreach:  
Gilaine, is overseeing the  

Job Bank. 
 

Do you need a babysitter, home health aid, 
housekeeper or landscaper? Or can you 
 provide these services? Register with  
St. Martha’s Social Ministry Job Bank. 

 Call 292-1603 on Wednesday or Thursday  
between 10 AM and 2PM. 

 

 
THANKSGIVING AND  

CHRISTMAS 
 

 
It is time again for us to provide for the 

needy of our community. 
 The Thanksgiving and Christmas 

 holidays are drawing close.  
We depend on your generosity In  

helping us to provide food baskets to 
our clients to make 

 their holidays enjoyable.  
 

We welcome your donations of 
 sweet potatoes,  

rice,  
pasta, 
 gravy,  

cranberry juice, 
 cranberry sauce, 

 beans,  
soup,  

Vegetables 
 and any other foods. 

YOUR HELP NEEDED 
 

Social Ministry/ Outreach  
needs someone for 2 hours on  
Mondays and Wednesdays to  
answer phones or to interview  
people.  If you can help, please call 
Marlene Jean Baptiste at 292-1603. 

MERCY MEDICAL CENTER  
PRESENTS… 

Birth, Baby and Beyond...the Mercy Touch An 
Educational Conference for those expecting a baby 
or planning to start a family. $10.00 per  person. 
Contact 516-62MERCY  
For information and Registration. 
 

Saturday, November 7, 2009 8:30 AM—3PM 
At: Mercy Medical Center Employee Dining Room  
1000 North Village Ave., Rockville Centre, NY 

 Time Changes:   
Sunday  

November 1, 
2009 

  
Move clocks back  
one hour  at 2AM 
this day to Stan-



PARISH CENTER DIRECTORY 

Msgr. Francis Caldwell, Pastor     Ext. 302 
 
Mrs. Barbara Fong Lee                  Ext. 301 
Parish Secretary 
 

Mrs. Martha-Ann Brady                Ext. 304 
Bookkeeper & Bulletin Editor 
 
Mrs. Marlene Jean– Baptiste 
Director of Social Ministry        
292-1603 Ext 320 or 481-2550 Ext 
 
Voice Mail  only: Must leave a message 

 

Mr. Richard Lee   Ext. 345 
Counseling & Marriage Preparation 
 
Deacon Hernst Bellevue   Ext.346 
Baptismal Program 
 
Mr. Alvin Ingram    Ext.347 
Liturgy Chairperson 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Sr. Elizabeth Myles, CSJ 
Pastoral Director— Religious Education 
516-481-2550  Ext. 311   OR  
 
Ext. 343 (Voice Mail only) 
 
Sr. Eileen Curley, RSM, 
Pastoral Associate, and  
Adult faith formation and RCIA director- 
516-481-2550 EXT 314 OR 
 
 Ext.342(Voice Mail only)  

Thank you  for your generosity  
to  St. Martha’s Parish !    

  
             October 25, 2009 
 
Sunday Collection      $9.765.38 
Poor Box            $100.40 
Capital Campaign   $ 1,595.18 
 
If you do not get your envelopes or misplace 
them please use a plain one and write your 
full names, address, number & amount. If 
you are changing your address or are going 
to be temporarily away please inform the 
bookkeeper about 6 weeks before.   
Thank you. 

CONGRATULATIONS  
AND  

THANK YOU!! 
 
   The Diocese of Rockville Centre,  
Office of Faith Formation  presented  
The Pius X Catechetical Service Awards 
on October 20, to three of our 
 parishioners 

 Patricia Baltes, 
 Merlene Fray 

and  
Karleine M. Graham.  

      The Pius X Award was originally 
 instituted by the national Diocesan  
Directors of Religious Education. 
 It is awarded to those who have  
contributed ten years of outstanding  
volunteer service in catechetical  
ministry. 
Thank you again and God Bless you! 



 AVIS A LA COMMUNAUTE HAITIENNE 

MESSE DOMINICALE: Chaque dimanche à partir de 12h30, la communauté haïtienne se 
réuni à l’église pour célébrer la messe. Le mercredi soir à partir de 7 h30 PM nous avons une 
prière charismatique à la chapelle. Vous êtes tous invité(e)s. 
 
ADORATION: Chaque lundi après la messe de 8h30 AM à la chapelle il y a exposition du St 
Sacrement jusqu’à 4h PM. Il nous faut une présence à tout moment durant l’exposition. S’il 
vous plait ne laisser pas le St Sacrement seul.  
 
MILLE AVE : Vous êtes invité le samedi 7 Novembre prochain à la chapelle de 12 :30 à 4h 
PM pour la récitation des Milles Ave. Le chapelet comme vous le savez est une arme très puis-
sante pour nous les catholiques alors venez au moins pour une heure ou 30 minutes si vous 
n’avez pas assez de temps. 
COURS D’ANGLAIS : Les cours d’anglais comme 2eme langue ont commencé depuis le 
mois dernier et beaucoup de personnes veulent en profiter pour améliorer leur connaissance de 
l’anglais. Cependant, nous n’avons pas assez de professeur et nous avons besoin de votre aide. 
Si vous voulez participer à cette œuvre de bienfaisance appeler au 481-2550 ext 301. Les clas-
ses ont lieu les mardis et les jeudis de 7 :45 – 9 :15 PM à la salle 213 de l’école St Martin de 
Porres Marianist.  
 
SERVICE SOCIAL: Les bureaux du service social de Ste Martha sont à votre disposition si 
vous avez besoin de nourriture, habits, service d’immigration etc. Contactez les au 292-1603 
du lundi au vendredi excepté les mardis de 10h AM – 2h PM.                Si vous cherchez du 
travail ou si vous avez du travail à offrir adressez vous à Gilaine les mercredis et jeudis.  
Notez que La thanksgiving et les fêtes de fin d’année arrivent à grand pas, et beaucoup de pa-
rents comptent sur nous pour les aider à nourrir leurs enfants. A notre tour nous comptons sur 
votre générosité. Donner ce que vous avez : céréal, riz, mambas, boites de conserve, poulet, 
viande, de l’argent, couchette pour bébé. Dieu vous le rendra au centuple 
 
DINER DANSANT :  Cette année notre dîner dansant annuel se tiendra à Verdi’s de Wetsbu-
ry le dimanche 6 Décembre 2009 de 6-10h PM. Les billets sont en vente au prix de $65.00 par 
personne, la rafle 50/50 est aussi prêt pour la vente alors appellez au 481-2550 pour informa-
tion. 
 
CAMPAGNE CAPITALE : Pour continuer les travaux de restaurations de l’église nous vous 
demandons de ne pas oublier les enveloppes jaunes et de mettre des pièces de monnaie dans la 
grande bouteille placée à l’intérieur de l’église.  
Une autre façon de contribuer à la Campagne Capitale c’est de vous inscrire aux classes de yo-
ga les samedis matin de 9 :15 – 10 :30h au James Collins Hall. Frais de participation $15 par 
classe, 4 classes  pour$50 (rabais de $10) et 6 classes pour $75 (rabais de $15). 
 
.BULLETIN DU DIMANCHE: Prenez avec vous le bulletin du dimanche et lisez le. Vous y 
trouverez des informations importantes sur votre communauté et votre paroisse.  



RINCON HISPANO 

INTENCIÓN DE LA MISA:  Por el eterno descanso de Eusebio y Miriam Franco. 
 
GRUPO DE ORACIÓN:  Cada miércoles, a las 7:00 de la noche en el Gimnasio. 
 
ULTREYA:  Cada domingo, a las 11:00 de la mañana en la Capilla. 
 
GRUPO JUVENIL:  Cada jueves, a las 7:30 de la noche en el Salón Parroquial. 
 
EDUCACIÓN RELIGIOSA:  Cada domingo, a dlas 9:45 de la mañana y jueves, a las 7:15 de 
la noche. 
 
RICA:  Si alguna persona aún no ha recibido los sacramentos del bautismo o la confirmación, 
favor de comunicarse con Grace D’Atri o Jorge López. 
 
YA SE ACERCAN :  La fiesta de Acción de Gracias y las Navidades. El Centro Social depen-
de de su generosidad y ayuda para proveer comida mediante las canastas que se entregan a los 
necesitados durante estas temporadas. Se necesitan: papas dulces, arroz, pasta, jugo de cranbe-
rry, salsa de cranberry, habichuelas, sopa, vegetales, etc. 
 
CLASE DE VIRTUS:  Para todos los ministros y voluntarios que aún no han asistido a este 
curso. Recuerden, es un requisito para poder continuar en su ministerio. El próximo curso será 
el próximo sábado 7 de noviembre, a las 9:30 de la mañana en el Centro Social.Los interesados 
deberán llamar a la Hermana Hielen Powell, tel. 486-8341.  
 
VENTA DE PASTELES (CAKES) Y ARTESANÍAS:  El Coro de los Adultos, el Coro Hispa-
no y el Coro Haitiano estarán participando en una venta de todo tipo de pasteles hechos por 
ellos mismos dentro de la venta de artesanías, a beneficio de la Mega Campaña, hoy domingo,  
1 de noviembre, de 8:30 AM a 1:00 PM, abajo en el Salón Parroquial. Bajen y cooperen con 
este evento. 
 
MISA PARROQUIAL:  La misa de mañana lunes, Día de Todas las Benditas Ánimas, será en 
la iglesia, a las 7:30 de la noche con todas las fotos presentes y será celebrada por Monseñor 
Alfonso Cabezas. En dicha misa se leerán los nombres de los que fallecieron el año pasado.  El 
Santísimo Sacramento estará expuesto durante todo el día lunes. Todos están invitados a pasar 
un rato frente al Santísimo y las fotos de sus queridos seres difuntos. 
 
FELIZ CUMPLEAÑOS:  A todas y todos los que cumplieron durante el mes de octubre. Que 
el Todopoderoso derrame sus bendiciones sobre cada uno de ustedes. 
 
APARTEN LA FECHA:  Para nuestro gran baile anual, el 6 de diciembre en el Salón Verdi de 
Westbury. Nuestra parroquia estará celebrando sus 60 años de aniversario. Ya los boletos de la 
rifa están a la venta. 



In a marvelous book, The Force of Character, James Hillman shares this story: As a young 
man, sitting around one afternoon and listening to an old uncle telling stories, he got irritated 
when his uncle began telling a story that he had told many times before: "You've already told 
that story,"  Hillman complained. "I like telling it!" his uncle shot back, and then muttered un-
der his breath, "and what on earth is wrong with telling it again!"   
 
At the time, his uncle's retort served only to further irritate Hillman. Only later, when his un-
derstanding of life and character deepened, did Hillman appreciate why his uncle had a need to 
tell and retell the same story: "He knew the joy of the groove!" And what a joy, what a gift, is 
the groove! 
 
We don't just nurture others and ourselves with freshness and novelty. These are perennially in 
short supply and generally not accessible. If we only talked with each other when we had 
something new or interesting to share there would be mostly silence around our tables. There 
would also be a lot less irony, humour, and wit in our conversations. We don't just nurture each 
other through novelty and by being interesting, we also, and importantly, nurture family life, 
our friendship circles, and our workplaces by working and reworking to death old stories, old 
jokes, and old anecdotes, until that repetition becomes it own story, its own humour, and its 
own anecdote.  Hillman names this brilliantly: He calls it the joy of the groove. 
      
Hillman goes on to offer a rather serious philosophical reflection on this, one which sheds light 
on the value of ritual repetition. He quotes Gilles Deleuze, a French philosopher, who once 
pointed out that repetition can be a way of celebrating something by highlighting its character: 
By carrying the first time to the nth power, repetition artfully glorifies. Repetition magnifies an 
event by commemorating its originality; this repetition differs from reproduction, which suc-
ceeds only in making each repetition a weaker echo, a paler print, with less and less power of 
the original. 
To this, Hellman adds a little doxology in praise of repetition: Nothing is more tedious than 
practicing your scales or mumbling your beads. Yet the accomplishments of art, the efficacy of 
prayer, the beauty of ritual, and the force of character depend on petty repetitions any instant of 
which, taken for itself alone, is utterly useless. 
 
Many of us know exactly what this means. We have siblings, friends, and acquaintances that 
entertain and irritate us by mercilessly repeating old stories, old jokes, and old anecdotes over 
and over until this very repetition becomes its own story and takes on its own character. They 
work the groove. Sometimes this irritates us and we want to protest, but, as was the case with 
Hillman, eventually we come to appreciate what that brings into the circle of family life, 
friendship, and community, namely, a needed sustenance, a color, a wit, a character, and a pe-
culiar idiosyncrasy that becomes a story onto itself.  

Ron Rolheiser column— Week of October 25, 2009-The Joy of the Groove  



40 DAYS FOR LIFE 
The 40 Days for Life event begins Wed., Sept. 23 and ends on Nov. 1, 2009. Each 
day, from 7 A.M. to 7 P.M., a Prayful Vigil will take place outside the Planned Par-
enthood of Nassau County abortion facility, 540 Fulton Avenue, Hempstead (Rt. 
24). Volunteers are needed to fill a one hour time slot once a week. For information 
contact L.I. Coalition for Life at 631-243-1435 or 
e-mail 40daysforlifeLI@gmail.com  

 
We don't live on novelty alone, but on every retold story that highlights the irony and color 
within our daily lives. 
 
My own family has been irritatingly famous for this, a quality that I am not always proud of 
but which generally I appreciate. We are a family that loves the joy of the groove. At our fam-
ily gatherings and dinner tables, year after year, many of the same stories and jokes get told 
over and over again. And they aren't always received with appreciation. Not infrequently there 
is a raised eyebrow ("My God, he's not going to tell that one again!") or, like the young Hill-
man, a raised complaint ("You've told that story before!") But, overall, there is the enjoyment 
of the groove, of old irony, old wit, of an old insight being enjoyed again, in a fresh new way, 
both by the one retelling it and by those listening. At our table, what's old and tedious nurtures 
and carries family life as much what's new and interesting, sometimes more so because the re-
telling of old anecdotes and stories helps highlight our own particular history and character. 
 
We lost a loved brother this summer and, at his vigil, his three children, now grown adults, of-
fered a moving tribute. Among other things, they highlighted his solicitude for them as a fa-
ther, his commitment to his church, his strong commitment to justice issues (ecology, native 
rights, women's rights), and his sense of humor, particularly his need to repeat a punch-line 
over and over again, as if it somehow wasn't heard the first time: "You couldn't escape!", they 
pointed out, "he repeated it over and over again until he was sure you got it!" 
 
But that isn't the real reason we repeat a punch-line. We repeat a punch-line for the same rea-
son that Hillman's uncle was driven to retell that same story: We like saying it! We like the feel 
of the groove. Moreover, eventually, beyond their initial irritation, so others do too. 
 
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website  
www.ronrolheiser.com.   
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Events at St. Martha’s– Nov. 8th, 2009 

Key: 
A——Gym 
B——Lower Church 
C——Main Church 

H——Social Ministry/Outreach 
L—— John Darcy Chapel 
PC—- Parish Center 
S—— School 

Events at St. Martha’s– Nov. 1,2009 

Sun.   11/01/09 
8:30am-1pm       Craft/Bake Sale  B 
                           Capital Campaign 
9:30 – 10:30am  RCIA  ADULT ENGLISH 
                            S    (Rm.209) 
9:45 – 10:45am   Senior Choir Rehearsal  L 
9:45 – 11:00am   Religious Education classes 
                            S  (A and all rooms) 
10:30am –12pm  Spanish RICA -  Adult Class (H) 
11:00am – 12:30pm  Ultreya Movimiento 
                                  Cursillos Cristiandad   L 
2:00 – 4:00pm          Haitian Fellowship (H) 
Mon.  11/02/09 
7:30 – 9:30pm     Charismatic English 
                             Prayer Group    L 
Tues.  11/03/09      
7:30pm                Divine Mercy Chaplet   L 
7:30 – 9:30pm     ESL   S  (Rms 213/214) 
7:30 – 8:30pm     U Strong for Youth   B 
Wed.  11/04/09 
6:30 – 9:45pm    Pace Group AA  S  (Art Rm) 
6:30 – 9:45pm    Carismatic Hispanic Prayer 
7:30 – 10:00pm  Haitian Charismatic Prayer  L 
7:30 – 9:30pm     RCIA  English Adult  P.C. 
Thurs.  11/05/09 
7:00 -  9:00pm A BUSY PERSON’S RETREAT  L 
7:00 – 9:00pm     Juventud sin fronteras  B 
7:15 – 8:30pm     Religious Education Classes 
                            S  ( A and classrooms) 
7:30 – 9:30pm     ESL  S  (Rms  213/214) 
7:30 – 9:30pm     Parent Baptism Prep class 
                             in Creole   S  (Rm. 201) 
 Fri.  11/06/09 
10:00am – 1:30pm   BINGO   B 
6:30 – 9:00pm    Pace Group AA  S  ( Art Rm) 
8:00 – 10:00pm  Spanish Choir  C 
8:00 -  10:00pm  Haitian Choir   L 
Sat.  11/07/09 
9:30 – 10:45am   YOGA  S  (St. Martin’s Rm.) 
11:00am – 12:30pm  Legion of Mary Prayer Mtg.  L 
12:30 – 4:00pm    Haitian Marian Prayer  L 
6:00 -  10:00pm    BINGO    B 

Sun.    11/08/09 
9:30-10:30am     RCIA   Adult class in English 
                           S ( Rm  209) 
9:45-10:45am     Senior Choir Rehearsal  L 
9:45-11am          Religious Education Classes 
                           S   ( A and all rooms) 
10 – 11:30am     Spanish Breakfast Gathering  B 
10:30am-12pm  Spanish RICA  Adult class  H 
11am–12:30pm  Ultreya Movimiento 
                           Cursillos Cristiandad   L 
2:00-4:00pm       Haitian Fellowship   B 
Mon.    11/09/09 
 7:00 – 9pm  Confirmation Parent’s Mtg.   S 
                      (  A  and St.Martin’s Room) 
7:30-9:30pm     English Charismatic Prayer  L 
Tues..    11/10/09 
7:30-9:30pm       English as a Second Language 
                            (ESL)   S  (Rms. 213/214) 
7:30-8:30pm       U Strong for Youth    B 
 
Wed.     11/11/09    Veteran’s Day-PC Office Closed 
6:30-9:45pm       Pace Group  AA    S (Art Rm) 
7:30-9:30pm       RCIA  English Adult      P.C. 
7:30-9:30pm       Haitian Charismatic Prayer  L 
 
Thurs.   11/12/09 
7:00-9:00pm A BUSY PERSON’S RETREAT  L 
7:00-9:00pm        Juventud sin fronteras    B 
7:15-8:30pm        Religious Education Classes 
                             S   (A and classrooms) 
7:30-9:30pm        ESL   S   (rms. 213/214) 
7:30-9:30pm        Parent Baptism Prep class 
                           In Creole  S   (Rm.201) 
Fri.        11/13/09 
10:00am – 1:30pm   BINGO    B 
6:30 -9:00pm        Pace Group  AA  S  (Art Rm.) 
8:00-10:00pm       Spanish Choir   C 
8:00-10:00pm       Haitian Choir    L 
 
Sat.        11/14/09 
11am – 12:30pm   Legion of Mary Prayer Mtg. L 
6:00-10:00pm        BINGO    B 
7:00pm   Talk in Spanish by  Bishop Cabezas   C 



 

 
 

St. Martha’s Parish cordially invites you to their 2009 

Annual Dinner Dance 
Sunday 

December 6th 
At Verdi’s 

of  Westbury 
680 Old Country Road 

Honorees: 
 

Telma, Veronica and  
Alex Ticas 

Tickets 
$65 per person 
Tables of 10 Cocktails and  

Hors d’oeuvres at  
6:00 PM. 

Dinner and Dance  
Until 

10 PM 

50/50 Raffle 
$5 per chance 

Or 
5 chances for $20 

3 prizes to be 
awarded 

For reservations and other information 
 

Call the Parish Center 
 

516-481-2550 


